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** had truculent ways and a mean and contemptible
appearance, but they were in affluent circumstances.9
Prom here he again struck north to the Himalayas,
visiting the Kulu valley. On his way south he
passed through a place ruled over by a king of the
Vaishya caste. He seems to have gassed through
Thanesar, the capital of a district of " religious
merit.39 In connection with this place he gives a
reminiscence of the great war of the Mahabharat,
although neither the epic nor its philosophy appeal-
ed to him.
Of the Jamna he says little, but the Ganges
impressed him. ** Its waters/9 he notes, fc" have a
pleasant taste, and a fine sand comes down with the
current. In popular literature the river is called
........the water of religious merit.   Accumulated
sins are effaced by a bath in the river/* As a
Buddhist he rejected such beliefs, though he accept-
ed purely Buddhist legends without question. He
seems again to have struck north into the Hima-
layas, and after zigzag wanderings made his way to
Kanauj. The continent of India was at this time
broken up into innumerable kingdoms; between
Peshawar and Kanauj alone he counted no less
than twenty-three. *
At Kanauj the reigning king was a ve*y
interesting personality * whom, as we shall see,
he met later. This was the famous Harsha,
whose full name was Harsha Vai-dhana, and
title Siladitya. The rise of his family and
the early part of his romantic history are